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Transit TidbitsTransit Tidbits  

2014 DTA 
Membership 

Dues  
 

The 2014 DTA  

Membership Form has 

been sent to all transit 

projects in ND/SD.  I 

hope you all take the 

time to read what DTA 

does for North Dakota 

and South Dakota 

transit projects.  If 

your agency has  

consolidated with other 

agencies, you still have 

the option to be an  

individual member.  

Every transit provider 

in the state of North 

Dakota and South  

Dakota is eligible to be 

a voting member of 

DTA.  The key to this 

vote is that every  

transit agency MUST 

be an individual  

member.  We do not 

want our support staff 

to shrink, rather, we 

would like to see DTA 

grow and become 

stronger. 

 

Please read over your 

Membership Form and 

consider being an  

individual member. 

Prairie Hills Transit Approved for  
National Accreditation 

SPEARFISH-Mid-August marked 
the date of great achievement for 
the organization-Community 
Transportation Safety and  
Security Accreditation (CTSSA) 
approval confirmation. “Based on 
my review and your organiza-
tions outstanding commitment to 
safety and security I am  
recommending to the Community 
Transportation Association of 
America that Prairie Hills Transit 
(PHT) receive the Community  
Transportation Safety & Security 
Accreditation” stated President of 
The Learning & Performance  
Improvement Group, LLC Joe 
Seitz in a congratulatory letter to 
the PHT Executive Director  
Barbara Cline. 
 
The Community Transportation 
Safety and Security Accreditation 
program is designed to promote 
the safety and security of the 
customers of community and 
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public transportation systems 
and also to promote the safety 
and security of the women and 
men who deliver these services 
and provide mobility for the riding 
public every day.   
 
See ACCREDITATION, page 4 
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2014 North Dakota 
DTA Award Winners 

Linda Weigum received the North  
Dakota Driver of the Year award  
presented at the 2013 Dakota Transit 
Association Fall Conference. This award 
is in recognition of ND transit  drivers 
which are nominated by ND transit  
agencies. Linda has been driving for 
West River Transit (WRT) for seven 
years in the Beulah transit area. She is 
also a trainer for all WRT new hire  
drivers and helps prepare the new  
drivers for their CDL test, vehicle  
inspection details, paperwork and all 
driving responsibilities. 

 
WRT gives a BIG THANK YOU to Linda 
and we appreciate her dedication to 
community transit. 

 
Rodney Weigum received second place 
in the 2013 Annual Paratransit Bus 
Roadeo in Bismarck, September 15, 
2013. This was Rodney’s first bus  
roadeo competition which involved an 
extensive 11 point driving exercise 
course, written test, wheelchair  
securement and a pre-trip inspection on 
a bus. The competition included a total 
of 45 drivers, 32 from North Dakota and 
13 from South Dakota.  

 
We are so proud of Rodney’s great effort 
and appreciate him for his dedication to 
community transit. Thank you so much 
Rodney. 

Carol Anderson 

Executive Director, West River Transit 

Bismarck, ND 

Congratulations to Rodney and Linda Weigum,  
West River Transit—Beulah bus drivers! 

THE FOLLOWING IS LINDA WEIGUM’S 
THANK YOU NOTE TO WEST RIVER 
TRANSIT’S EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
CAROL ANDERSON. 
 
Driver of the year...wow I wonder who 

that will be?  Oh how humbling to hear 

my name called and so much more 

humbling as I listen to the kind words 

being spoken. Working for West River 

Transit is a rewarding job. Rewards can 

come through the kindness of our  

customers, a smile, or just knowing 

that we are making life a little easier 

for someone. It’s a good feeling  

knowing that we provide a much needed 

service for our community. Carol and 

Ellen help make our job easier as they 

try to answer the many questions or fix 

any problems that can arise. I need to 

say thank you to supportive and  

encouraging co-workers. Thank you to 

Carol and Ellen for this award, your 

kind words and readiness to help your  

employees make this business a 

 success.   

 

Linda Weigum 
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The following article was sent from Carol Wright, Senior Director Easter Seals Accessible  
Transportation, Easter Seals, Inc., Washington, DC.  Carol indicated to me in her e-mail that as 
soon as this article came across her desk she immediately through of DTA.  She felt the transit  
offices may be interested in pairing up with a Veteran’s organization to get this money.  Only those 
areas classified as highly rural can qualify, so several ND/SD counties should be eligible.  This  
information is very time sensitive, so if any projects are interested, please check this out in the very 
near future. 
 

Good Afternoon Friends of United We Ride,  

Today, we would like to make you aware of the availability of funding, through our colleagues at 

the Veterans Administration, to support transportation for veterans in very rural areas. This 

availability creates a good opportunity for transportation providers to partner with Veterans  

Service Organizations or State Veteran Service Agencies to serve this important population. The 

below text is provided to us by the VA. 

Thank you, 

Rik Opstelten, United We Ride 

provide transportation services. One 
grant may be awarded to a grantee 
per fiscal year for each highly rural 
area in which the grantee provides 
transportation services.  
Transportation services may not be 
simultaneously provided by more 
than one grantee in any single highly 
rural area. 

 A grantee will not be required to 
provide matching funds as a  
condition of receiving such grant. 

 Additional information and how 
to apply can be found on 
grants.gov.  For a copy of the Appli-
cation Package: Download directly 
from 
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/
home.html.  Click on search for 
grants and on the left side type in 
64.035 in the box that says CFDA 
Number. 

 Please review the 25 page  
instruction sheet  and webinar that is 
posted on grants.gov. After  
reviewing the instructions and  
webinar and you still need additional 
information please e-mail 
HRTG@va.gov. 

This program’s purpose is to provide 
grants to eligible recipients to assist 
veterans in highly rural areas through 
innovative transportation services to 
travel to VA medical centers and to 
other VA and non-VA facilities to  
assist in providing transportation  
services in connection with the  
provision of VA medical care.  

 Eligible organizations that can 
apply are Veteran Service  
Organizations and State Veteran  
Service Agencies recognized by the  
Secretary of Veterans Affairs. 

 Non-eligible organizations such 
as a local transportation providers 
would have to partner with the above 
organizations and provide the  
services as sub recipient. 

 Services will have to be provided 
in those counties that are considered 
“highly rural” (see attached document 
of highly rural areas). 

 Highly Rural is defined by the 
population density of less than 7 
persons per square mile in   
county.  Twenty-five states have 
counties with highly rural areas. 

  Grantees can receive $50,000 
for each highly rural area that they  

United We Ride 

The Grants for Transportation of 
Veterans in Highly Rural Areas 
(HRTG) Program has opened up the 
grant application process again  
beginning December 3rd. This grant 
application period is from December 
3, 2013 to midnight February 3, 
2014.   Please reach out to all  
possible organizations and share 
this information.  Applicants can only 
apply on grants.gov.  Applications 
cannot be e-mailed or faxed. 
 
The grant program office will be hav-
ing HRTG question and answer  
conference calls during the following 
days and times: 
 
The call in number for these calls 
will be the same for each call  
1-800-767-1750 participant code 
98544# 
 

 

Date Time Call Title 

December 18 10:00 AM EST HRTG5 

December 23 1:00 PM EST HRTG6 

January 9 1:00 PM EST HRTG7 

January 21 2:00 PM EST HRTG8 

http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTMxMjA2LjI2MTQ2MjcxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDEzMTIwNi4yNjE0NjI3MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTAyNDYzJmVtYWlsaWQ9YWJyb3duQG40YS5vcmcmdXNlcmlkPWFicm93bkBuNGEub3JnJmZsP
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTMxMjA2LjI2MTQ2MjcxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDEzMTIwNi4yNjE0NjI3MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTAyNDYzJmVtYWlsaWQ9YWJyb3duQG40YS5vcmcmdXNlcmlkPWFicm93bkBuNGEub3JnJmZsP
mailto:HRTG@va.gov
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environment, not only for your 
customers but for each  
other. “Seitz spent 5 day’s  
performing an intensive on-site 
review beginning the process 
by conduction a structured 
series of interviews and  
examinations in the eight areas 
at the core of the CSSO training 
program.  
 
"All of us at the Community 
Transportation Association of 
America congratulate Prairie 
Hills Transit on being one of the 
first two transit systems in the 
United States to receive  
accreditation through the  
Community Transportation 
Safety and Security program. 
This demonstrates the  
commitment that Barbara Cline, 
and all the employees at Prairie 
Hills Transit, have to offering a 
first-rate service that meets the 
highest standards for safety," 
Charles Dickson Community 
Transportation Association of 
America Associate Director.  

quality set forth by an  
accrediting agency, in this  
instance CTAA. These  
accreditation standards are 
statements that define and set 
expectations about fundamental 
essentials for quality. In this 
case the standards are  
specifically set to determine 
achievement in the area of 
safety and security. As a  
process, accreditation reflects 
the fact that in achieving  
recognition by the accrediting 
agency, the institution is  
committed to self-assessment 
and external review not only to 
meet standards but also to  
continuously seek ways in 
which to enhance the safe and 
secure transportation services 
your customers expect and  
deserve.  
  
This accreditation is significant 
for the reason that it not only 
reflects the quality by which 
your organization conducts its 
business but also provides  
assurance to your passengers 
and the general public that your 
transportation system is  
engaged in continuous quality 
review and improvement and 
that it meets the Federal Transit  
Administration-endorsed  
standards of their Bus Safety 
and Security Program. These 
ideas were reinforced by Seitz  
following the accreditation  
notification expressing “It was 
very evident to me during my 
site visit that you have a great 
team of employees and each is 
very committed to maintaining a 
safe and secure work  

As a partner to the Federal 
Transit Administration’s Bus 
Safety and Security Memoran-
dum of  
Understanding, CTAA has  
developed the Certified Safety 
and Security officer (CSSO) 
and CTSSA programs as a  
two-part process to provide  
education, support, and  
recognition to individuals and 
transit organizations in the criti-
cal areas of safety and security. 
Cline is a CSSO, a mandatory 
certification before applying for 
the CTSSA program. 
 
Keeping employees,  
customers, and communities 
safe and secure is a top priority 
for all community transportation 
agencies. Establishing this  
priority is clearly consistent with 
the voluntary guidance and  
regulatory requirements of the 
U.S. Department of  
Transportation, the U.S.  
Department of Homeland  
Security, the Federal Transit 
Administration, and individual 
state departments of  
transportation. It is a moral  
responsibility of a transit system 
and its leadership to do  
everything it can to protect the 
lives of people it employs and 
serves, and to respond  
effectively to community-wide 
emergencies as may be  
required.  
 
Accreditation is both a status 
and a process. As a status,  
accreditation provides public 
notification that an institution or 
program meets standards of  

Accreditation  
Continued from Page 1  
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Tidbit Articles 
Please contact me 

with articles for your 

“Transit Tidbit.”  

 

 

 

Recycle 

Please share your 

Transit Tidbit with 

your staff and any 

interested person(s). 

 

 

 

Address 
Directors, please 

check with your 

bookkeepers  

as well as  

the rest of  

your staff  

to assure they have 

the correct DTA 

mailing address.  

 

Thanks to all! 

 

- Jacque 

Jacque Senger 
DTA Executive Director 

 
Mailing Address: 

PO Box 973 
Devil’s Lake, ND 58301 

 
E-Mail Address: 

jacque.senger@hotmail.com 
 

Phone Number: 
701-622-2465 

Pass Training  

DTA Board Meeting  November 20th & 21st, 2013 

The DTA Board of Directors held a meeting at Aberdeen, SD in November. We started 
the planning process for our 2014 Fall Conference to be held in Sioux Falls, SD. One of 
our goals is designing a user friendly website. Another goal is to get additional trainers 
for the PASS training. To date South Dakota has approximately 8 certified trainers and 
North Dakota has 3 certified trainers.  We would like to see additional trainers. We have 
many items to deal with. If any member has a question or concern for the DTA Board, 
please bring it to our attention. 

Linda Freeman 

The weather refused to cooperate with us for the December driver training session we 
had scheduled in Bismarck so we have rescheduled it. The new dates are January 15, 
16, and 17 at West River Transit in Bismarck. We have a small block of rooms at the 
Comfort Suites in Bismarck.  All information on the sessions and the rooms is on the 
web site. We do still have room for more participants so go to dakotatransit.org to  
register. 
 
Those of you who were scheduled for the December class are automatically registered 
for the January class so you only need to contact Linda if you are unable to come. 

Santa’s Back  


